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and the Emperor was urgent to oppose them, but could not do
so as long as half his territories were torn by these dissensions,
He hoped by the settlement at Speier to get the Protestant
princes of Germany to maich with him against the Turks. It
was, however, already too late, and in August the Turks
gained a great victory over Hungary at the battle of Mohacs,
in which Lewis II, King of Hungary, was killed.

Though not evident at the time, we can see now that
Clement VII by his course of action became himself the chief
assistant to the cause of Protestantism. Every time that he
induced Francis to attack Charles he made it more difficult
for the latter to deal with the rising tide of revolt against the
Church taking place in Germany, which needed all Charles's
attention, and which he would probably have assuaged, or at
all events greatly mitigated, had he not been forced to devote
most of his attention to the defence of those parts of his
Empire attacked by Francis, attacks in most cases instigated
or encouraged by Clement.

Meanwhile retribution was being prepared for the latter.
The Emperor thought it time to give him a lesson, and punish
him for his various tortuous dealings. In September 1526,
therefore, the Emperor drew up a manifesto systematically
setting forth the treacherous manner in which the Pope had
acted throughout the previous three years.14 He then in-
structed his agent, Moncada, to stir up the powerful family
of the Colonna, who attacked and plundered the Vatican,
drove Clement to take refuge in the castle of St. Angelo, and
there made him, as a condition of his release, agree to renounce
the Holy League, to withdraw his troops from Lombardy, and
to give hostages for his good faith.

But Clement was not to be held firm even by the giving of
hostages.15 As soon as he was again free he repudiated his
engagements, collected a force, attacked the territory of the
Colonna, razed to the ground fourteen of their castles and
villages, and executed a general massacre of men, women, and